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Issues influencing IC/HH in Europe - 1

• Demography and healthcare evolution
– Increasing number of people > 65  ( in some regions they 

are close to  25% of the population)
– Increasing number of people affected by multi morbidity 

(i.e. frail elderly)
– Increasing number of settings for healthcare 

• Equity in health among and within Countries is an 
issue;
– i.e. life expectancy at birth, access to healthcare services

• “Crisis” affects differently European Countries with 
different effects on health,, health services and 
patinet safety 
– i.e. Greece example 4



Issues influencing IC(HH in Europe- 2

• Different policies and rules in running the 
healthcare systems

– Centralised / decentralised

– Financing and reimbursement systems

– Quality and safety standards (mostly defined at 
Country/Regional level) 

– Relevant role of 

• Primary care

• Social services integrated with healthcare services
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Issues influencing in Europe - 3 

• Different  histories / traditions in Infection 
Control and Hospital Hygiene (IC/HH) among 
countries
– The case of  “IC/HH” 

• HAI prevention and control poorly 
coordinated with patient safety

• Many good practices at Country/Regional level 
in HAI prevention and control 
– Non homogeneously distributed 

– Few cases exported outside a single Country
6



Issues influencing IC/HH in Europe

• Differences in education and training systems

– The case of nursing schools

– Differences in training an recognition of  Infection 
Control professionals

• Different languages

– Many citizens have a limited knowledge of foreign 
languages

– This is true also for Healthcare Professionals
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8. Adopt and implement a strategy at the 
appropriate level for the prevention and 
control of healthcare associated infections, 
pursuing the following objectives:

a) implement prevention and control measures at national or regional level to support 
the containment of healthcare associated infections and in particular;

b) enhance infection prevention and control at the level of the healthcare institutions in 
particular by encouraging healthcare institutions to have in place;

c) establish or strengthen active surveillance systems; 

d) foster education and training of healthcare workers; 

e) improve the information to the patients by healthcare institutions; 

f) support research in fields such as epidemiology, the applications of nanotechnologies 
and nanomaterials, new preventive and therapeutic technologies and interventions 
and on the cost-effectiveness of infection prevention and control. 
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The beginning

Berlin

November 2008



www.eunetips.eu



• 24 scientific and 
professional 
societies

• More than 8.000 
IC/HH 
professionals



EUNETIPS draft proposal to
European Countries for IC/HH 
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Plans 
and activities 

Web site
www.eunetips.eu

Sharing 
documents, video, 

etc

Lobbying at  
international level 

Promotion of 
studies, training 
initiatives, etc.

Promotion of
shared positions

Shared knowledge 
about societies
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Coordination and synergy at European, 
national and regional level

• Among different stakeholders
– EU
– Member states
– Regions
– European and national agencies
– Scientific and professional societies
– Academic institutions

• With other sectors
– Insurances
– professionals and patients cross border movement 
– Etc.
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Safety is one:

• Building bridges between the “two worlds”

– Patient safety

– HAI prevention and control

• Sharing of Best Practices

– i.e. BPs Repository 

• “cross contamination” of methods and tools
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We should move towards shared 
standards in Europe

• Development and endorsement of “basic” 
standards” for
– Patient safety
– HAI prevention and control
– Quality of care

• Engaging  stake holders
– Professional bodies
– Scientific and professional societies
– Insurances
– Public and private organizations
– Etc.
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Training healthcare professionals

• Infection Control /Hospital Hygiene training for 
professionals
– ECTS (European Credit Transfer and Accumulation 

System) adoption

– All HCWs 
• Minimum credits amount for all HCWs

– Pre graduation

– Post graduation

– Continuous Professional Education

– IC/HH Professional (ECDC Core Competencies)
• Standardized training

• Core Competencies recognition
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Thank you for your attention!

• Complexity 
• Standardization
• Measurement
• Action
• Education / 

Training

• Awareness
• Alliance

• Involvement
• Empowerment


